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Creating a network of wildflowers across the UK 

B-Lines is an exci"ng ini"a"ve crea"ng a network of wildflower-rich routes across the UK to connect our 

best exis"ng wildlife sites by restoring and crea"ng habitat across the countryside. Wildflower-rich 

habitats are essen"al for our bees, bu+erflies and other 

insect pollinators. B-Lines helps these important farm 

pollinators to move across the landscape and creates 

more a+rac"ve areas for people to live and work in. 

Imagine trying to travel around the UK without our road 

and rail network– for much of our wildlife this is the 

reality as patches of habitat have become smaller and 

more isolated. Farmers can improve the prospects for 

our valuable pollinators by providing habitat stepping 

stones to help them move through the landscape. 
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Helping pollinators in Norfolk 

Thanks to support from Natural England, Buglife have worked with key organisa"ons from across Norfolk 

to iden"fy a B-Lines network for the county. The B-Lines maps were produced in partnership with 

organisa"ons with a wealth of knowledge and experience of the county, including key agricultural input 

from both Norfolk and Suffolk FWAGs (Farming and Wildlife Advisory Groups), Natural England, 

Environment Agency and individual farmers and landowners, to ensure the B-Lines network reflected 

concerns and opportuni"es within the farming sector. 

Pollinators are essen"al to agriculture in Norfolk. One out of every three mouthfuls of our food is 

dependent on pollinators, as are eight out of ten wildflowers! By working together to deliver B-Lines 

across the county, we can help to encourage healthy communi"es of pollinators and protect the special 

quali"es of the Norfolk environment. 

Buglife will be working with a range of interested par"es to add new habitats to the B-Lines routes, 

including other conserva"on organisa"ons, local authori"es, community groups, statutory bodies and of 

course farmers. 

Why not add any work you are doing for pollinators in Norfolk to our interac"ve B-Lines map at 

www.buglife.org.uk/b-lines-map ? 
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There are many things that farmers can do for pollinators, either voluntarily or through the Countryside 

Stewardship scheme’s Wild Pollinator and Farm Wildlife Package WPFWP): 

• On sandy or light chalky soils, annual cul"vated margins on arable farms can provide valuable 

opportuni"es for arable plants (AB11). Such sites can support abundant nectar-rich flowers. These 

flower-rich op"ons are best on south or west facing slopes and where there is shelter from the wind.  

• To provide plen"ful pollen and nectar-rich flowers on arable farms consider flower-rich margins and 

plots (AB8) and autumn sown bumblebird mixes (AB16). Fill spring and autumn ‘hunger gaps’ when 

forage can be in short supply across the landscape by using nectar flower mixes (AB1) and two-year 

sown legume fallow (AB15). 

• On pastoral farms, food and shelter for pollinators can be provided through legume and herb-rich 

swards (GS4) and permanent grassland with very low inputs (GS2). Flowery areas of tussocky 

grassland can be created by taking field corners out of management (GS1), but also consider reducing 

grazing levels to allow flowering, which can be helped by the lenient grazing supplement (GS17). 

It is of course vital to look aHer any exis"ng wildlife-rich habitats on farms, which can offer the greatest 

benefits for pollinators.  But don’t forget that good management of hedgerows (BE3) and buffering in-

field ponds and ditches (WT1/WT2) can also provide blossom, shelter and useful breeding areas for 

pollinators. WPFWP applicants must also provide winter bird food to benefit a wider range of wildlife. 
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Making a B-Line for Norfolk 

If you’d like help managing your farm for pollinators, contact Norfolk Farming and 

Wildlife Advisory Group (h+p://www.norfolkfwag.co.uk/) 
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